Press Release
Contact:  Jane Ratzlaff, Glacier National Park Fund
406-892-3250 or jane@glacierfund.org
For release the week of April 20, 2009
Glacier’s High Country Citizen Science Program
(Columbia Falls, Mont.) - The Glacier National Park Fund is pleased to partner with the Montana House in Apgar Village, Glacier National Park, to co-host Jami Belt on Saturday, April 25, 2009 from 4 to 6 pm at the Montana House. Belt will talk about the Glacier’s Citizen Science Program and how it engages citizens to collect baseline data about mountain goats, pikas and Clark’s Nutcrackers – three species whose habitat may be impacted by climate change. The Glacier National Park Fund is very proud to be able to help fund this program.

A reception will follow Jami’s presentation. There is no cost to attend but it is recommended that you call 888-5393 for reservations.

Belt will explore the ecology of each of these species and why climate change may pose a threat to each of them. She will briefly discuss the results from the 2008 season of data collection and explain how citizens can get involved during the 2009 season. Her presentation will also include the benefits and limitations of citizen science as a monitoring tool. Jami is the Citizen Science Program Coordinator and a Biological Science Technician for Glacier National Park’s Crown of the Continent Research Learning Center.

The Montana House Regional Craft Shop was established in 1960 by Hans and Toni Jungster at Apgar Village just inside Glacier National Park’s west entrance. Their daughter, Monica, continues to carry on their mission to celebrate and promote the creativity of Montana artists and craftsmen along with the rebirth of Native American artistry. Montana House has also been a long-time supporter of Glacier National Park. 

For further information call 406-888-5393 or go to www.montanahouse.info. 

The Glacier National Park Fund is the non-profit fund raising partner for Glacier National Park. Their mission is to preserve and protect the beauty and heritage of the Park for the use and enjoyment of present and future generations. For further information call 406-892-3250 or go to www.glaciernationalparkfund.org.
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